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on, even in Print, as if you intended the ſan to ſee all the tranſ. 
actions of your Exerciſe. 2. For that the thing is of publick con- 
cernment; the vindicating and clearing, or cenſuring and cons | 
+ demning of certain publique. Principles and Practices ot the 
Church of God, retained many years: the deceiving or undecei 
ving of that multitude of people, from all quarters of the City, at 

u 


the ſame time and place ſubjected to your doctrine. 3. But el 


/ © pecially, as being thereunto compelled by your ſelves; in that 
- after a proclaimed cenference had brought together many of | 


doubtfull mindes, and different judgements, expecting the liberty 


of propounding and receiving anſwer, you publiquely denied it, 


being challenged ; and declared an incapacity of ipeaking againſt 


or to any thing aſſerted, unleſſe a man would firſt declare himſelf 1 
a męmber of ſome of your ſelected and ſeparate Congregated -- 


3 


by 
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34 
yo 
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Churches; the which put a gag in my mouth, and ſilenced my Þ - 
tongue, though my heart ſwelled, and wis often ready to vent, 
had not want of candlelight, with willingneſſe to countenance Þ .. 


order (though irregular) and fo free my ſelf from the charge 


of violence (which I could wiſh you were not ſo apt to-.charge | 
on ſuch as object againſt what is by you aſſerted ) commanded m 
preſent compliance, and ſo communication of my thoughts iy 4. 


The firſt offence that preſented: it ſelf is, in reſpeR of practice ; 


this way; whereby I ſball now briefly propound what I might : ö 
have objected, and leave them to your diſeretions to clear up or |: 
| 2 to the people of God, that fhall hereafter wait upon your Þ- 
Exerciſe. | 1 


viz, Your letting up men of private places and particular calling, | | | 
, Whoſe education and want of intention to the work of the Mint, | 


ſtry ( untill of late years) muſt needs beſpeak want of qualifica. . 

tion to ſo great a work, whilſt they unacquainted with the origi- 
needs ſee Þ 
you'muſt needs confeſſe to be but thick and dimme medium to 
the end of reconciling Scripture; though clear to ſhew traths.. 
tending to the eſſe, and many things to the bene eſſe of the ſaul ; to 


nals of the Scripture (Which are emphaticall ) 
dark and obſcureplaces, but by the light of our Tra 


common capacities; or if they have qualification, I fear either 


received not, or renounce Otdination'; and ſo, though able, come.” | 

- to ſpeak without the Authority of the 
Feri declared eſſential to a Miniſter; )* 1 
. © « Secondly, In reſpect of doctrine: I (hall principally | note to . 
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de ſervant in the Text, and reſolved | 

| : That ſuch as go to call ſinners unto Cbriſt, muſt not be only aud 
' barely ſubjects, but Servants and Miniſters by vertue of Office, 

Which he noted was to be raw by qualification, and C oig 
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(4) 
Offices political, election and inauguration are diſtinA i that the 
Lord Maior elect, is not ( 5pſo fa#o ) Lord Maior, till be 
inſtalled at 1/efminſior : fo is it in Offices Ecciefiaſticall, the 
Paſtors cleft are not (i % fade) Goſpel · Miniſters, until 
ſet before Miniſters, prayed for, and ſet apart by laying « 
of hands. Bar further to back this Scripture, and ſhew bs 
mony ; he ſeconds it with 48 14.23. And when they bad or: 
daived them EAders is every Church, and hed prayed With fafting, 


e. Whenee he inferred, that the Church of Artiach ordained | 


them: and told us, they did it with a 251097112, elo dation mannui, 
wich a holding up of the hand, as a token of their election; not 
with a xen, laying hands on them : to which, when Iremem- 
bred that ſome of the Learned had confounded rheſe termes, my 


ſpirit could not retiſh the oontradiction of them: yet looking fot 


M. Rogers to teconcile ( according to the end of bis Lecture I chu 
with other Scriptures, I was failed therein, and there ſore ſhould 


have deſired him to tell us whether we are befoof d in our Tran | 
flations, when we reade, By the laying on of hands, and it ſhould 
be By holding up of #hehands : And whether a Je, be not 


found in the Apoſtolicall Ordination, as in A 6.6. 1 Tim. . 15 
5.22, Which our Tranſlation reads, Laidow bands, and I beleete 


che Otiginal will bear it. Ike then little reconciliation between 


theſe and M. Rogers ſenſe. 
But beſides this difference of Scriptures one with another, 1 


humbly conceive M. Rogers differed from the true ſenſe and ſcope: 


of the Text it felf, when he affirmed, that the Church of Awrierh 


ordained theraſelves Elders ; for itisclewr to me, that they that 
did ord ain, ordained for others, aud not themfelves ; for ſaith the 
Text, They did it ia every Church; was any more Churches then 


one at that time in Awoch ? and if there were, which was the 
Ghurch that created Elders for other Churches by 2 their 
hands ? Nxy it is clear ( in my judgement) that theſe chat did et: 
dein, did it as well at Zy//re und Icomum, xs Antioch; and be 
that will reade the foregoing verſes, nd obferve the conne nion, 
eamot but ſect 2, Nay mereover, thoſe that did ordam, had one 
of them been ſtoned nt Lyfe; and both of them wert about 


preaching aud confirmivg th Diſeiples, and this F hope you wilt 

not ſay was the hand Church, but Pau and ana. 

Moreover, when I obſerve this ordaining Elders to be — * 
of otber 
Ording: 


ied with faſting und proyer, it agrees with the manner 
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| vation (as I remember) concerning the parties called, »/z, 
| they that were in che high-wayes and under the hedges, obſery 
w Moſt miſerable and finfull ſouls, drunkaxds, adulterets, [Wearers, I 


ui is the act of thevileſt fin, were to come ro Chriſt, And thenes 
ptopounded this caſe of conſcience, Whether a poor ſouls mgurn- | 


| ſpe of being the objects of 4 faith of adherence and jaſtifying, 


(5) 1 
Ordinations by the Apoſtles, and argues ſoriethigg eſſential to tho 1 
eanſticucion of a Miniſter beſides Blection; and if RHlection were _ 
kfficient at Iurioch, it ſounds harſh in my ears that the Church at 
Yr afalow mult preſent their ele& Officers for Ordination before 
the preaching Apoſtles; and that Titus muſt be left at Creet to 
erdain Elders in every City; which had been a groundleſſe tar- 
riance, and needleſſe Commiſſion, if election of the Churck had 


done it. 6 
The ſecond thing which ( by the darkneſſe of its diſcovery) dif- | 
quieted my thoughts, was this : After the generall advancement 


of free-grace, without any notes concerning the way of its ope- 
nition in « poor ſoul, by the ſpeakers, M. Rogers in his third ob- 


ng for fin, humiliation, and Fange good duties, Were not, 3 
ormighe not be an argument of comfort to his ſoul 7 The which 

bs aniWered in the negative, That ey might net, without 
wy diſtinction; declaring in vety generall tergis all aur ſancti. 
tection and humilistion were not worth a tear, and g tear wat 
worth gothing; No although 1 could aſſent to this, in re« 
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(6) 
We! | woe keep his Commandements, and walk as he Walked Beſides uu 
WET | force of this Apoſtollical direction, the Apoſtle Paul hy his um 
+ example doth dictate unto Chriſtians the liberty of rejoycing ui 
I may not ſay triumphing) in their ſanctified converſation, 3 
1h 2 Cor. 1. 12. This is our boaſting,the teſtimony of our conſcience, thi | 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity We have had our converſatin, 
And à Tim. 4.8. J have fought a goed fight, I have finiſhed my | 
Conrſe ; I have kept the Faith: &c. ſo that had M. A 

gers diſtinguiſhed between faith of adherence as to juſtificy 
tion before God; and faith of aſſurance as to the cenſolation'of & © | 
dreoping and doubting ſouls, Scripture had agreed: but wilt! 
„ in generall terms he decried all comfort of thoſe ſweet reflectiom + 
1 of grace, and that in reſolution to a caſe of conſcience; jt ſtirred | * 
Wit | up in my ſpirit a jealouſie and ſuſpition, that whileſt he wopld Þ - 
of keep us off the rock of Popiſh merit, he ſhould hazard our peace 

| upon the Antinomian licentiouſneſſe and remiſſeneſſe unto pious 

duties, : © . WRT 
10 | The third and laſt thing, which was not the leaſt dis-ſatisfying } - 
Wed | | and offenſive to my ſpirit, was under that obſervation of M. Regan 
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concerning the men in the waies and hedges, and the houſe into. | 


Well | which they were called: where I muſt be bold to tell you that! 
Minit! | conceive M. Rogers did wring the noſe of the Parable, and ſtep out 

EO | of the way into the waies and hedges, when he applied t hat qua. 
lity co Chriſtians whereby the holy Ghoſt ſee out the eſtate of the 
Gentiles and Pagans, and to make that the Feaſt the Lords Supper: 
(or as he ſaid; to call it more properly,breaking of bread, though 
know no reaſon ſo much to appropriate that denomination)which: } - 
u to hold out the whole work of, the Goſpel whether in Word ot 
Sacraments with thecomfortiog effects thereof; hut more eſpe· 
cially to declate the houſe of this Feaſt to be your Churches jn a. | 
ſcparare and congregated way, as he in generall with & D tet 


heat of affection, (to avoid bitterneſſe, not to ſay paſſion, 
though more proper I fear) held forth and endeavoured ro. inſtill. þ 
into us, calling with violence into it, and affirming all of msout. | 
of it to be in the high · waĩes and hedges, and ſo could not havethe | 
Lords Supper or breaking of bread. Had he only ſpoken of the 
pron Pagans the Gentiles (that are without doubt meant 

in the Parable, though it was never ſo expreſt by your ſpeakers. |}. 
or Pulpit-man) coming into the Church of God in generall 


out limitacionthereofto this xod har ſubje, Tad allented d, 
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3 (7) 

' toncluded Eæira Zecliſiam nulla ſal us + but in that he did limit it; 

tie Teannot but diſſent and tell you, that I apprehend much violence, ; | 
mand * uncharitablenes in you, not only towards the Churches of 41 7 3475 
Godin Ewg/and which you have owned, and where you were called 3 urs 
„ many of you to Chriſt, if you have ever known him, but alſo to fy of his god- _ 
e, ta other Chriſtian Churches not in your way : but leſt you ſhould ly parent, hat 
think I miſtook his Limitation, and apprehend amiſſe, 1 humbly be were in the 


* offer theſe reaſons for my apprehenſion of him: and fubmir them . 8 = | 


to any competent and ingenuous Fudge. | yy | 
1. All — declared as incapable of ſpeaking, in your Exer- ee " i 

 * eife, that did nor declare themſelves members of ſome fuch 
in Church: which argues what Church he was to call unto, | 
. e ſpake to members of the viſible Church of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
pet by way of diſtinction, calling ſome out of the high-waics and 
F _ hc hedpes, into the houſe, to communicate in breaking bread; 1 
| *cqnnor imagine he called into the Church inviſible, for that giveth 
tot a capacity of the Lords Supper or breaking of bread, who 
then but your Aſſemblies can be underſtood by this houſe, into 
wich the members of the viſible Church as heathen not yer in 


the faith are called. | } 
3. He all along held out his houſe by this Epethite, eur fellows | | 
bp, ſaying, we come to call, we cannot bring this Feaſt out, come RJ | 

| 

| 


. tous, JoyU'in our way; all which are terms of propriety and ſpc- 
tialty 3 and do we not know, that you that are actors in that ex- 
ereiſe, are and have declared your ſelves to be of ſueh congtegated 
lepacate Churches. = | 

 _- In anſwering the objection that he ſtarted, that many godly 

men and beleevers were not of your minde, and your way, and 

ceould not joyn in your fellowſhips, and yer defired the Lords Sup- 

per, did henotclearly appropriate the wedding Feaſt to your'Aſs a 

ſemblies, and there limit it by way of alluſion, celling in, all that 

would enjoy it, declaring notwithſtanding ſuch deſire, they were 

- in the hedges and big · Waies, and that ſycb Miniſters as gave this 
Ordinance not in your way, carticd it out of the houſe, dad choſe 

tat received with them rejected this Feaſt, for not coming sd 

Pour way which he would ſuggeſt to be the houſe of Gd. 


' © Fleave it now 30 your telves ingenioully to derermige whethep—— (g)%y 
although be did not ſpeik it in-exprefle terms - rorigews nay - 3 
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($) > 
ſemblies, and ſo ſeems not your deſign to be to propagate that 
principle, viz, that there is ſuch a neceſſity of entring into a 

Poor of truth Charch-way (that is of Independency ) that there is no expe | 
opened, ation of ſalvation withont it: Will not this concluſion naturally 
E; flow from theſe premiſes? You are in the waies and hedges in 
plain Evgliſh, according to the ſcope of the Parable, Gentiles; 
that ye know not Chriſt 2 We dare not, our Commiſſion allows 
it not to bring this Feaſt to you, for we bring it out of the houſe; 
if you come not into us you rezeR Chriſt : all which with many 
ſuch like were his common zealous expreſſions. | 
Yet before I can aſſent to ſuch afſertions, I mult ſee how your 
reconciling Lecture will reconcile your principle, and the Seri. 
pture; though Scripture do require the purging of pollutions out 
of the Churckes corrupt, where doth it denominate the corrupted 
Pagans, and bid the pure Corinthians go to his houſe at Gatatia, 
Epheſus, Philippi, or the like; and that eſpecially when the Church 
is with a ſpirit of zeal purgiog themſelves of all pollutions: what 
Scriprure doth warrant collection of Churches out of Churches, 
whileſt ſuch; or what Scripture doth evidence the Church of God 
in England to be annihilated and run to the high-waies and hed- 
ges again: What Scripture doth warrant private mens conſtitu- 
tion of Churches without the authority of publique Miniſtry: in 
a word, what Scripture doth denominate you to be the houſe; of | 
this great King, excluſively, ſhutting all other Congregations | 
from this priviledge, and fo enjoying the Wedding Feaſt: I pray 
you(BrethrenJconfider theſe things well, and ſee whether you give 
not cauſe of fear? whether your zeal be according to knowledge? | 
Whecher (whileſt you are apt to cry out of vjolence,bitrerneſſe,and | 
cenſuring, when juſtly reproved for your erroneous: practices and | ij 
principles) you do not detect an exceeding cenſorious, and un- 
charitable ſpirit, much below your mecke expreſſions: when you 
do miniſtetially and in the name of the Lord declare, and damne to 
the very pit of hell ſuch and thoſe multitudes of men and women, 
which your ſelves will ſingly own as beleevers in covenant with ' | 
God, ſaying, this is a godly man, and that is a good woman, but--» | 
and that only becauſe they come not tg your way and fellowſhip, | 
although it hath many years ſince been deſired, and a long time 
1expeRted, that your ſta nd ing principles that ſhould guide your con- 
_ icant practice might be exhibited that they might be cried, bu 
or Md not to this day be obtained. | $5 Og; 


n. u en a A. 


N (9) . 
Thus (Brethren) 1 have modeſtly propennded the disfatiefa t 


un of my Spirit in the firſt act of your exerciſe, and ſhall deſire 


itmay be received by you, as tendred by me, in x ſpirit of medek- 


| nefſe, and that the truth clouded in the firſt, may be cleared in the 


ſieceeding Exerciſes: and Scriptures wronged may be righted, 
people of God harſhly though unjuſtly cenſured may be vindica- 
ted; leſt you lie under that character of ſeducers, by making Scri- 
ptures differ: whileſt you pretend to make them agree, and judging 
others whileſt your ſelves would be judged of none; I leave theſe 
lines to you With theſe declared ends, that it may cautionate you 
what doctrines you divulge,and principles you ſuggeſt, to ſuch as I 
hope will try them: I muſt tell you that pretences of piety, and 
profeſſions of unity have in the Church of God been obſerved co 
be the Pro/ogomena of ſchiſme and ſeparations : that preaching of 


ſome golden truths interlined wich errours, becauſe not fundamen- 


tall, leſſe regarded by common audience to be the præludium and 
ſhooing · horn of more horrid hereſie: I pray you take heed 
whileſt you proclaim your ſelves to be guides of others, that you 
look not on the truths and people of God with Jaundies eyes, 
or through the coloured glaſſe of a prejudicate opinion. 

Jo the people of God I propound theſe as counſell, to take 
heed whom and what they hear, leſt they be taken at unawares; 


| Iwiſh they may remember, A & not gold that glifters, And 


| thatthe devil may ſeduce by appearing as an Angel of light. 


As for my ſelf, I doubt not to finde the comfort of this diſchar- 


ge duty, though derided by ſome for it; and if you ehquire and 
wonder my Name is not ſubſcribed, 1 defire you to obſerve tho 
\ reaſons to be theſe: My perſon is not known to moſt if any of you 


ia Name were written: and it may be the name might provoke 
| prejudice againſt the thing propoſed : It is fufficient to you, that 


diaſatisfaction is fignified, eſpecially where the matter is not per- 


ſonall but publique to the Church of God, though among the vaſt 
multitude of your hearers yon know not the man 3 this I ſhall pro- 

+ feflemy ſelf to be, one reſolved to ſupplicate the Throne of grace, 

| Chat a ſucceſſive Goſpel Miniſtry may be continued in the Church! 5 { | 
es of God in this Nation; to be ordained by the laying on of of | 
bands of the Presbytery ; that the Candleſtick and lights the N 
may never fall, which it will do if the cord of Ordination bee 


led: as alſo that beleeving ſouls may rejoyce in, and be com fg 
by the reflexions of free · grace by a ſanctifying ſpirit, and the 48. 
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